
Breaking the Ice 
Go around and let everyone share on the following question. 

Share a time when someone helped you in a way that went above and beyond 
in meeting a need you had. 

Digging In 

When someone goes the extra mile to meet a persons need, they often are going 
beyond the surface needs to try an meet the deeper needs.  
What are some of the deeper needs that impoverished people have that need 
to be met? 

Read: John 9.1-3 
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man 
nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 

The disciples want to know who’s fault it is that this man has a need? 
Why are we sometimes tempted to try to place the blame for someone’s need? 

Jesus wants His disciples to see that there is a greater opportunity than just 
being able to help someone in need.  We actually are being given the 
opportunity to minister to more than just the symptom. 
If poverty is a symptom, what is the actual disease? 

How can we go beyond simply addressing a persons physical needs and also try 
to provide for them spiritually as well? 

Closing Out 

Often times, people are respond to the opportunities to show compassion that 
ow compassion to the needy of this world.
How will it change your heart and the way you represent Jesus when you seek 
to minister to the deeper needs people have? 

Close with prayer asking God to show you how you can minister to the need 
behind the need?
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Leader Notes

The Main Idea 
This meeting focuses on the need 
behind the need - the idea that 
the needs of the impoverished go 
beyond their surface needs and 
have deeper, spiritual and 
emotional needs that need to be 
met. 

Connecting 
Before beginning the discussion, 
take a moment to let members 
share highs and lows of their week 
and pray.  Remind your group that 
Jesus has been at work in our 
triumphs and our struggles. 

Reaching Out 
Consider taking a few minutes at 
the beginning or end of your 
meeting to talk about potential 
people your group could reach 
out to. Pray that God will use each 
of you to include new people in 
your LIFE Group. 


